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How much funding has been committed for the day-to-day running of the 
NHS in England this year?



UK health capital spending is set to be in line with the OECD average



“Note: This analysis reflects the commitment to additional adult social care funding made available at Spending Review 2021 to the end of this parliament. It excludes 
estimated 'one-off' increases in funding to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020/21. It does not account for the Health and Social Care Levy, any further one-off funding 
that may be provided to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic or any additional costs that may result in the medium or short-term. The analysis assumes that projected 
increases in local government spending power on adult social care match projected increases in overall local government core spending power (excluding the Health and 
Social Care Levy). It does not make any assumptions about efficiency savings in any scenario.”
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Social care funding has not kept pace with demand
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Current funding will almost certainly mean longer waiting lists by the end 
of this parliament



The UK is below average for nurses and hospital beds per 1,000 people

Source: OECD – Lines denote average among listed countries
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Number of nurses and hospital beds per 1,000 population: 2019



The public health grant will be maintained in real terms but remains lower 
than its 2015/16 peak
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There have been significant cuts to public health functions where there is 
high or increasing need
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The Budget and Spending review have important implications for longer 
term health
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Day-to-day spend outside of the NHS is set to grow by 2.8% a year in real terms to 2024/25:

• Spend for unprotected departments will still be a fifth lower than in 2009/10 

• Likely future pressure with extra spend likely to be needed for NHS in 2024/25

Pressure will remain on local government with 1.8% a year funding growth after social care and 

a reliance on council tax to raise revenue to meet service demands

Living standards outlook for all is weak with little growth anticipated over the next 4 years:

• Despite the increase to UC taper, removal of £20 uplift will leave 3.6 million families –

predominantly out of work – worse off



Stay in touch
@Healthfdn
health.org.uk

• Read our analysis: Spending Review 

2021: what it means for health and 

social care 

• Next webinar: After COP26 – what 

will it take to get the NHS to net zero?

Wednesday 8 December, 10.30-11.45 

Register here

• Join the conversation on Twitter 

#THFSpendingReview

18.11.2021 What does the Spending Review mean for the NHS, social care and public health?

https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/charts-and-infographics/spending-review-2021-what-it-means-for-health-and-social-care
https://www.health.org.uk/about-the-health-foundation/get-involved/events/webinar-after-cop26-what-will-it-take-to-get-the-nhs-to-net-zero


Thank you


